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CANINE TRAINING AIDS

WATER SEARCH TRAINING USING
SIGMA PSEUDOTM DROWNED 'VICTIM SCENT

The following information is a compilation of experiences by Andrew J. Rebmann, of the K-9 Specialty

Search School in North Fr-anklin, Connecticut

Sigma PseudoN Drowned Victim Scent is a valuable canine training aid for water search. It can
be used as a stand-alone source or to supplement other training methods. The product is easy to handle.
Its use allows a handler to reliably train a dog at any time with a minimum of equipment. The release of
scent from a capsule solves the problem of concealing bubbles from a diver or scent generator.

Sigma Pseudo TM Drowned Victim Scent has been field tested with more than twenty dogs. Water

temperature ranged from 32 degrees Fahrenheit to approximately 65 degrees Fahrenheit. Testing sites
included slow to moderately running streams and rivers, ponds, lakes and tidal salt water. Test depths
ranged from one foot to 60 feet The product produces a recognizable alert area in which the dogs indicate
the location of the source. Several dogs. who received their introduction to water search using the product.

have been responsible for recoveries of drowned victims.

The use of Sigma PseudoTM Drowned Victim Scent requires a minimum of preparation. A water
search dog should first complete air scent "live-person" area search training. Since the dog will be trained
in a different specialty .the initial training sessions should be conducted under controlled conditions. At the

beginning of each stage, the handler should be aware of the location of the source.

The capsule can be used in the water but during the early stages it may be helpful to place the
capsule in a scent tube. The tube for water search can be made from two inch black A8S plastic pipe, 16
inches in length, with end caps and clamps. The tube is drilled with 114 inch holes. One cap is drilled for
an eye bolt. A line may be attached to the tube, both for retrieval and to allow the handler I in shallow
water. to move the tube and provide visual encouragement to the dog to enter the water to indicate the

exact position of the source.

Allow five to ten minutes for the capsule to generate scent after placement. One capsule will give
a working time of thirty to forty-five minutes before the scent dissipates. The scent clears the area rapidly

after the capsule is exhausted.

The basic training program should follow a logical progression. The dog should be given proper
secondary reinforcement when it indicates it has located the scent cone. Primary reinforcement must be

given immediately after the dog indicates the location of the source.
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STAGE ONE

To properly introduce the dog to the odor, place a capsule in the scent tube. Select a location with
still water. The tube should be placed approximately sJx to ten feet from shore in one to two feet of water .
After allowing the capsule to generate scent, start the dog some distance away and work upwind towards
the source. When the dog's body language indicates it has detected scent, reinforce the dog and
encourage it to locate the source. If necessary, use the attal~hed line to bring the tube to the surface.
Reward the dog immediately. After the reward period, repeat the problem.

When the dog is reliably committed to locating the scerlt source, work a problem and withhold the
secondary reinforcement. As soon as the dog goes to the source, give an immediate reward. When you
are satisfied with the initial indication and final alert, then you c:an increase the difficulty of the search by
placing the source in deeper water. As you progress, the dog's reliance on the visual contact with the tube
will diminish. This will encourage the dog to alert directly where it perceives the strongest odor.

STAGE IWO

After successful training in still water, proceed to work with the animal in flowing water. Select a
stream or river with a slow to moderate flow rate. Again place the capsule in the scent tube and put it six
to ten feet from the shore. Allow some time for the scent to gl~nerate a cone.

Work the dog along the bank upstream against the cuiTent, watching for an indication that it has
entered the scent cone. Reinforce the dog and encourage it to locate the source. If necessary I the scent
tube can be maneuvered to provide a visual cue to the dog.

Because the scent will flow downstream, the dog will give its initial indication further from the
source than with still water. Analyze the dog's body language as it enters the cone. If the dog proceeds
past the source location, watch for another change which will indicate that it has run out of scent. As
training progresses, the dog should be encouraged to go back to the "hotn area and pinpoint the source.

STAGE THREE

The training problems in this stage involve working from a boat. The source should initially be
placed in six to ten feet of water. If a buoy is used to mark the IIJcation, make sure that several-areplaced
in the search area. With several buoys visible to the dog, it can be assumed that it is alerting on scent,
and not on a visual cue on the water .

Begin the search pattern some distance from the source. If working on a lake or a pond, quarter
the wind with the boat. If working on a river I start downstream and work upstream into the current.
Reinforce the dog when it gives its initial alert. Analyze its indications as the boat works closer to the
source. Watch for body relaxation when the boat leaves the scent cone. Reward the dog immediately at
the final alert.
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When the dog consistently locates the scent source, it is then ready to work on "blind" problems.
Have another person set up the problem and concentrate on reading the dog. The dog should have
developed a strong commitment to pinpointing the scent source. If the dog does not respond, don't be
afraid to drop cack and work a simpler search. If the dog finishes each training session with a well
rewarded find, it will be well motivated to perform during the next session.

By following these simple steps, development of a well trained water search dog will be assured,
and good performance under actual conditions can be expected.

Authored by Andrew J. Rebmann, {Connecticut State Police-Retired), K-9 Specialty Search School, North
Franklin, Connecticut.

This publication is intended for use as an aid in canine training efforts. This is not intended for use as a
product manual.
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